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Market Research for Planning the Conversion of Copyright Assignment Catalog Card Data 

This is a Request for Information (RFI) only. Any and all information requested in 
response to this RFI is for Market Research purposes only. In accordance with FAR 
15.201 (e), responses to this notice are not offers and cannot be accepted by the 
government to form a binding contract. The government is under no obligation to issue a 
solicitation or to award any contract on the basis of this RFI. All costs associated with 
responding to this RFI will be the sole responsibility of the contractor. All submissions to 
this RFI will be treated as business materials, become government property and will not 
be returned. 

The information contained in this background document is being provided to interested 
parties in order to obtain information for planning and budgeting purposes. The Copyright 
Office is planning the conversion of content from approximately 2.5 million images of 
Copyright catalog cards containing index terms and other facts pertaining to 
approximately 350,000 transfers and assignments of rights. The actual cards were 
recently digitized into high quality color uncompressed TIFF images at 300 ppi. For data 
capture and conversion of the content, the Copyright Office would provide color 
JPEG2000 derivative images organized into sets (directories) of approximately 1800 
images, each set corresponding to one drawer in the catalog. Interested vendors are 
asked to study the information contained herein as well as the sample card images 
available at: 

//ftp.loc.qov/pub/copyriqht/diqit/ 

• Zipped J2K Assignment Card lmages.zip (Containing the full contents of 4 catalog 
drawers) 

• Assignments.zip (Containing complete sets of cards for 10 assignments including 
title(s), assignor(s), and assignee(s); image file names are the assignment 
numbers with suffixes) 

Based on the information, interested parties are asked to provide as much detail as 
possible about what it would cost per card to capture and convert the data content from 
the card images into data records as described below at each of the following 3 levels of 
accuracy: 98%, 99%, and 99.9% and at any other level of accuracy that a respondent 
wishes to suggest. The respondent should include a description of how they would 
achieve the agreed upon level of accuracy. The respondent is also asked to provide as 
much detail as possible about the time frame to convert the 2.5 million card images and 
about any assumptions, limitations or restrictions that would apply at the cost per card 
quoted. 


Assignment Cards 

Assignments represent the public record of assignments or transfers of some or all rights 
regarding a specific work of intellectual property from one party, the assignor, to a second 
party, the assignee. Assignments are also referred to as recorded documents. 

a. Characteristics of the assignment cards: 

• The cards are arranged in four sets as follows: 

> Assignment titles (1928 to 1977) one alphabetical index containing 
approximately 1,732,692 cards (no titles were indexed prior to 1928) 

> Assignors (1870 to 1941) one alphabetical index containing 
approximately 60,000 cards 
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> Assignees (1870 to 1941) one alphabetical index containing 
approximately 74,980 cards 

> Interfiled assignors/assignees (1941 to 1977) one alphabetical index 
containing approximately 632,564 cards 

• Across the four sets of assignment cards, much data is duplicated; title cards 
contain the names of assignors and assignees; assignor and assignee cards 
contain many of the titles 

• The cards represent approximately 350,000 assignments/transfers of rights 
involving approximately 1.7 million titles 

• Volume and page number uniquely identify a recorded document 

• Prior to 1928, titles were not indexed, however some titles were included on 
the assignor and assignee cards and these titles need to be captured and 
included in the output records 

• All pieces of data in a card are labeled (see examples in Appendix A) 

• Document Received date and Date Recorded date were used at different 
times but are both to be captured as Date Recorded 

• Carbon paper was used in producing many of the assignment cards 

• The cards range in time from 1870 to 1977 and many are handwritten 

b. Recognizing and parsing data in the assignment card images and building the data 
records: 

In general, the data capture/conversion process will involve the following: 

• Capturing the data from each card taking into account the organization of the 
cards by title, assignor and assignee and that much of the data is repeated in 
the cards for each assignment 

• Parsing the data into fields 

• Sorting the captured data by recorded document number (i.e., volume and 
beginning page number) 

• Building assignment title records in XML format from the content of the card 
images 

The Copyright Office recognizes that there are several approaches that may be taken 
to capturing and converting the data and building the assignment title records. It will 
be up to the respondent to describe which method will achieve the best accuracy/cost 
ratio. 

A typical assignment will have one assignor card, one assignee card, and at least one 
title card. However some assignments involve thousands of titles and each title will 
have a card in the catalog. There may also be more than one assignor or assignee 
name and each will have a card in the catalog. A recorded document may be a single 
party document without an assignee name. 

Data capture from images of the assignment cards in the Copyright Card Catalog will 
require capture and verification of the data elements specified in the table below. All 
output records from data capture that contain the same recorded document number 
(volume and page) and the same date recorded (i.e., the same recorded assignment 
document) will be combined to produce one full integrated record for each title in 
the document . Assignments that have no titles shall specify “No title given” in the 
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work title field and in the document title field. Delivery format shall be XML using tags 
corresponding to the data elements specified. 


• Content of a Data Record 


Data Element 

Format 

Notes 

Title (Work title) 

Text string 

Work title or “No title given” 

Work title number 

Sequential 5 digit number 
assigned to each record for 
each recorded document 

Assigned during the building 
of the records 

Assignor (Party one) 

Personal name (Inverted; 
not parsed) or 
Corporate name; Multiple 
occurrence 

A document has at least one 
assignor (party one) name 

Assignee (Party two) 

Personal name (Inverted; 
not parsed) or 
Corporate name; Multiple 
occurrence 


Title and Author (Document 
title) 

Text string 

Document title or “No title 
given” 

Registration number 

Alphanumeric 
Multiple occurrence 


Date of registration 

YYYYMMDD, YYYYMM, or 
YYYY; Multiple occurrence 

(May be only the year or only 
the year and month) 

Date recorded 

YYYYMMDD 

Validity check on date 

Date of execution 

YYYYMMDD, YYYYMM or 
YYYY; Multiple occurrence 

(May be only the year or only 
year and month) 

Recorded document 
number (volume) 

Four digit numeric 

Validity check on the number; 
left zero fill 

Recorded document 
number (page) 

Three digit numeric; 
beginning page number for 
the document 

Validity check on the number; 
left zero fill 

Notes 

Text string 


Cross reference 

Text string 


Links to respective card 
images 

Links to the J2K image files 
as provided by the 
Copyright Office 

One per J2K image file 


• For any card image that does not contain a volume and page number, all other 
information from the image would still need to be captured in the appropriate fields 
and saved along with the link to the image in a separate file for further research by 
the Copyright Office. 

• The respondent should also include recommendations about how the Copyright 
Office can verify the accuracy of data capture, the accuracy of data parsing and 
identification, and the accuracy of data record construction. 
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Intellectual Property Rights 


The Government shall retain full ownership rights to all deliverables from any future 
contracts involving the Copyright Digitization and Public Access project including all 
digital versions of Copyright records, all image files, all data and index files, and all 
project management and status reports. Such rights shall include both tangible and 
intangible rights including but not limited to copyright, trademark, patent, trade secret, and 
unfair competition. The contractor may claim no rights or legal interest in delivered 
material including electronic files, their content, or the organization structure of the files or 
their indexes. 


RFI Instructions 

Interested vendors or organizations should address the following in their submissions: 

1 . Provide as much detail as possible about what it would cost per card to capture 
and convert the data content from the cards into data records as described above 
at each of the following 3 levels of accuracy: 98%, 99%, and 99.9% and at any 
other level of accuracy that a respondent wishes to suggest. 

2. Describe how the agreed upon level of accuracy would be achieved. 

3. Provide as much detail as possible about the time frame to convert the 2.5 million 
card images and about any assumptions, limitations or restrictions that would 
apply. 

4. Describe which method of data capture and conversion will achieve the best 
accuracy/cost ratio and why. 

5. Recommend how the Copyright Office might verify the accuracy of data capture, 
the accuracy of data parsing and identification, and the accuracy of data record 
construction. 


THIS REQUEST FOR INFORMATION DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN INVITATION FOR 
BID, REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL, NOR A REQUEST FOR QUOTATION, AND IS NOT 
TO BE CONSTRUED AS A COMMITMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT TO ISSUE AN 
ORDER/CONTRACT OR OTHERWISE PAY FOR THE INFORMATION SOLICITED. 
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Other Pertinent Information 


The records of the Copyright Office referenced in this statement of work are public records 
and may be inspected during regular business hours by interested vendors or 
organizations in the Madison Building of the Library of Congress in room LM-404. Reader 
registration is required before access to the records is granted. 

Appendix A contains examples of the three types of assignment cards: 

• Assignment title cards - one alphabetical set from 1928 to 1977 (no titles were 
indexed prior to 1928) 

• Assignor cards - one alphabetical set from 1870 to 1941 ; integrated with assignee 
cards in one alphabetical set from 1941 to 1977 

• Assignee cards - one alphabetical set from 1870 to 1941 ; integrated with assignor 
cards in one alphabetical set from 1941 to 1977 

The data, outlined in red in the following examples, are the tags and related content to be 
captured from each of the types of cards. 


Title 

Page 

Examples of Assignment Title Cards 

A- 1 

Examples of Assignor Cards 

A - 3 

Examples of Assignee Cards 

A - 7 
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Examples of Assignment Cards 


ASSIGNMENT TITLE CARD 


Title urn! author 


RTPPTNt THE SCOTCH. 


mu ■ — - ■- lM m,jt K .l ■ a ■ ■ m Mciiiiua ■ ■ ■ i 


L UAJ -JJMH J ■ 


From 


Tn 


Flaherty , Dorothy {Mrs. Ed Flaherty) 

_ _ _ - - ■ ifc nw.a - *. - ji.ji— ■— m mm j.ii. tjt^— «■!*.■■.» a ve ■ ■ ■ - t i. ■ m.v a ■ ■ a — kjm aj. u a r in t ... r . «, l v* ■ ■ 


Robbins Fu sic Corporation 


— i. assignee) 


. i ■■ KB ■■ ■ I 


No. 


[{(‘CorrtflmYoL 


I : 


!pi 


— , of 19 

si .EMIL 


D or u in cis t rce c \ vrd 


J uly 1 7, 195 8 


Date of ora cut Ion- _ . ^ ^ 56 


fDrt.n 1 & 51 — KO.lfflO) 



Hh-r.SStfi- J a-p-O 


Pre 1961 Assignment Title Card 


Tide 


jjmt n u i hnr 


ASSIGNMENT r l \ TLE CARD 
RIFFIN' THE SCOTCfj. 


McDonough, Dick; Benny Goodman & Ford Lee Buck; by 

From Ro.hhi.n3.. _Mn3 .1c. . £. or.porai ion- .f. A-tfcy) f assignor) 

To.., Sobblns .Mua Ic.Corpor a tlon „ (assignee) 


Clue* _ 5 

1091 


, of 19 Documml j received ^ J e l ly_ _3 _® j 1941 


Recorded 




P P r U 


51? 


■ ■-■n B 9 


Date of execution 


.19611. 


(BirC., I P-il — JOlh.HHHI) 



Pre 1961 Assignment Title Card 


Lll— MAM J ore 
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Examples of Assignment Cards 


TITLE 


BIFFIN' THE SCOTCH 


A. 55-1 & NL L 


Bobbins Music Corp 


ASiiGfcO# 


Goodman* j Benny 


Assignee 


Bobbins Music Corp, 


TITLE AND AuTHQI 

BIFFIN' THE SCOTCH & 21 other titles 


BMnnnw 


W EGISTH ATI 0 H is u N PEP A KD TEAR DATE I F GIVEN 


DJLT£ nECQRDEP 


vewJM*' 


l4Sep64 


.1 l£.'l 


■ r,\;n; ; 


nftlF QF EXECUTION 


8Seo64 


6? 91-681 


C --413 (JUNE ise^ 20.000) 



Post 1961 Assignment Title Card 


X 


TlTU 


BIFFIN r THE SCOTCH 


E E 


Robbins Music Corporation 


X J jI 5 fsO k 


Goodman* j Ben and Dick McDonough* 


ASSIGNEE 


Robbins Music Corporation 

Title a-nu author 

Rif fin' The Scotch* 


REGISTRATION NUURnR AMP riTAfl PATE, IFGiVtN 


|^flfEngECO»PEQ[ 


'r C'._ LI N L 


Feb * Bj 19^3 | 

jpAGE&l 

E3 


1151 


DATE *Cl F LX LC u Tl Q N 


|July 17 a ig?* 


(Royalty Agreement ) 


G^413 uuhe i Bn i io.enni 



Post 1961 Assignment Title Card 
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Examples of Assignment Cards 


; title i 


Riff in 1 with Red* By Bert Robinson. 1959: 
BH571613 


ASSIGNEE 


A££r'GhrQH 


The Hew Y o rk Times Music Cor poration. 


ASSIGNEE 


TITLE AN Q AUTHOR 


The Times Squ are Music Publi cat ions Company 

Full time subject & 3727 other titles \ 
musical compositions. 


REGISTRATION NU*4p£H ANG YEAR DATE, IF OlVfN 


rpATF RECORDED"! 

^ 

1 DATE OF EJ(tCUTlO« 

10MarV7 1 

7Feb77, as of 31Dec76 

VOLUME 1 

i6p8i 

IbOU.i 

156-456 

Assignment of copyrights 

C-AHI <FEB lift- l*OTt 


btc/ 



Post 1961 Assignment Title Card 


ASSIGNOR 




k 

Bsst Qtrl 


I T j l I '• . 


F#b. 25 ,~ 1S94 


F»b. as. 1894 


AS3IOP*F. F. 


Ur-WH , f\ 

v: 


Vrj| 


\ I 


I' 4 y i 


vq 




Pre 1903 Assignor Card 
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Examples of Assignment Cards 



Pre 1941 Assignor Card 



Documeni IreceEvSl 



Rnrmiflrtd [vriT ^ 3 [pp] ^ 3 

Rittiinlixl by Il 

J . Rj*iiswl by .2 . y/i 

fW 

Indexed by 

rU iMK-ifU.) 




Pre 1941 Assignor Card 
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Examples of Assignment Cards 




Patch (Brlc) 

tf 

A CCI/2MOD 

FROM 


AbblulNUK 


Paramount Publlx Carp, 


TO 

ASSIGNEE 

ABflE&NllJCKT OF ESTftT, Cl-ASft B , - .. 

. , jfc.J ^9933* » 4 r nt. .1 93 & 


Tir]<? Vel ody ma n. First publ ishe d un d er the title 
"He woke up marrie d** I n "College Homor", M a j-July, 


Uorji] rui'iit-l rviruived 


Sq 15/53 


li€€ordcdSD . — 


llecnrdect \vy BBlf itpvteesj Jj J • _ .1 _ 

(July, 103ti— E r 0Q4| 



] riclt'irjd l.y PBW 


U 9 »i t>Y* HR H * HI PRINTING LHTILI H1D 


Pre 1941 Assignor Card 
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Examples of Assignment Cards 




IlUa Miiele Publishing Company* 




Lon port male , Inc . 


mu ANp AM THvn 

Whan love has grown; musical composition, By Gene 
McDaniels Bt Doriny Hathaway. 


H EQ LSTtRATJOH HUM 13 EH AND YEAH DATE, IF QIVEN 


1971; EU268J49 


QAifc HECOHBED r 





DATE LI F EXXC lJ 1 SON 

, 

10Mai95 


1NOV72 



166 

PAS ES| 

Aselgnment 


C-413 i ti : J V l H 7 4 15. OGGI 


sew 


Post 1961 Assignor Card 



Post 1961 Assignor Card 
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Examples of Assignment Cards 



Pre 1903 Assignee Card 


rnrmr* 





0*1 1- 





TT-E, 




assicpNoh 


. _ - - __ _ m — _ _ _ - _ _ j. b a j .,dk ii b mb ifi a ■ rir 





■ ■a ■ ■ ■ ir - r i 


i «- 



Vdt, 



Ji ■ 1, A. J fi ii A B I 


Pre 1903 Assignee Card 
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Examples of Assignment Cards 



ASSIGNOR 


Ml 

I\l h T? 

T\ cs i . i 

% .MouuAjt 



■v 

H3 


..iii m ■ ■ aa » i ■ ■ 



Pre 1903 Assignee Card 



' ttuLl-JjJjWL - : M-) c$ 


rd 


1 




Assignment of pjjtry, class 



Document 
Recorded by 


■ i'll ■ 


U 




■r. ' JL.L - ! vL'viSL'tl by 




ill, ll, 1W»— I, WO.) 


Recorded Ivy 

^ 5 


FP 

JLp” ' r " 

j- £ jJ 

w 




Indexed by ihJ&lL 


Pre 1941 Assignee Card 
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Examples of Assignment Cards 




Assignment of entry., class , f 1 No. of 


ThTt.r MU*4*AjdL # 

\kA mL 

duL&AJbjL^ &jS [lJj 1 Hj 



The above 15 an exampFe of a document trJe which as to oe picked uo from Assignee cards only 


EtoCtlm en t IrLc^fveijf I 


^ fl V 



ku^afried [vol 


jjj i I 1 ( 

Recorded by ■Lv : , w . _ Revised by 

l.lfi, IE, l WV — 3 .CW. ;i 

Pre 1941 Assignee Card 


— — p 

pi 

■ -w’- 

> 

pp. 

47] 

I . j*—- 

& A 





//. • / < V 

4-0 *- 



ASSIGNEE 



Docirmt-nl li-. ' ■ ■ 


t! , "ms* 


Recorded hv Revised Ijv 



Handed K &U s't/ 
Indexed by 


PP 


Pre 1941 Assignee Card 
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Examples of Assignment Cards 


]®a ttne r * Mrs # . . Henry 


jk c"* n j 1 ^ pl. r 'F™ r™ 



luNEt 

Street h Smith Public at io-na t Inc# 


FROM 


ASSIGNOR 


Ducmmn ! * - : ’V . 


J a I |i’'(L IyjjL.I ''~T 




ClaiPa .. ....... Kft. 


— T of ISt Uil to Of t , XtMnatlCrD..._Q^.£__.<?7#... 


ItTu^I Forsaking Al l 0 1 h era ; und er the frltlo. " Fru It of 


Knowledge 11 '. In Unknown' 1 Oct. l^LO. 


The .:Oo>c k jii -Kkvrrfn y a dixir >inl Mia vhch -s b&a 1-tc.kc*: up ''am -Wi •|ii« t c.iids. oN* 


m 1 II II IL. 






i j in r ir-r^ a^Giro] 



HLIUBUUU. 


IIUIIUU 


e e L.U#! » ■ HtHT mini IH-d ePMcr 


Pre 1961 Assignee Card 



Post 1961 Assignee Card 
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